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I'. Fans Are Becoming More Educate "

Teams Win at Eveygle HHIHjj

Not long ago, a Pittsburg Federal
league pitcher named Hcarn, With
the general nickname of '"Bunny,"
let the St Louis Fcd3 down minus a
hit or a run In a ball game remark-
able for its sharp Adding and "hair-raisin-

play. As Hearn
left the field, only his team mates
showed any sign of appreciation.
The crowd, apathetic, silont, made
their way as quietly from the stands
as if the home team had lost a sand-lo- t

game. There, was not a cheer for
the pitcher who had jumped into
baseball's hall of fame and perched
on a seat toward which Walter John-
son , Grovcr Alexander and many
other twirling stars have looked
enviously for seasons and seasons
past

Only a few days prior to this, the
eccentric and erratic Mr. Reuben
Marquard of the New York Giants,
did the selfsame 6tunt, shutting outI the hard-hittin- g Brooklyn team, hit-les- s,

in a hard-playe- d contest. It
was a home crowd and there were
spasmodic cheers aplenty for the
victor. But the long, frantic "root-
ing"
utterly.

of bygone day3 was lacking

Don't you remember, --even a few
seasons baek, how a feat like that
would have been the subject of

'

baseball conversations for days and
days wherever fans who had seeu
the game congregated? Two or
three years ago. even a "home"
crowd that had sat through nine in-
nings of hitless ball, though their
team had lost, would have given the
visiting pitcher who pulled the stunt
a regular ovation not merely an
enthusiastic complimentary- - hand-clappin- g

and cheering, but one of
those

send-ofT- s.

Not, however, in the baseball year

The 'ate General Sherman ex- -B pressed the matter in a nutshell.H War surely is.

H IT IS NOT

A THE WAR.

H But lt not 6f th-- j baseball warH ) that I'm wilting this week, though

H

the baseball war has much to do
with the subject, but of the worst
start any baseball season in the
memory of the oldest fan has pro-

duced The writer has seen most
of the games played by all three-league-

in one city of the circuit,
and with a few exceptions, like Bun-
ny Hcarn's feat, or Slim Sallee's
two-hi- t victory over Chicago in the
St. Louis-Chicag- o National league
scries, the class of baseball, even
for the earliest spring, has been so
far below that of previaus seasons
that there is no comparison.

You can't blame the weather be-

cause, ake it by and large, most of
the teams had as good weather as
usual on their training trips. You
can't blame the managers because
most of the managers have had as
good, if not better material to work
with than in previous years. You
simply have to blame the unsettled
conditions, in the minds of ball pay-
ers, managers, magnates ancUfans.
which have been brought about by
the baseball war.

The players, with daily talk of
peace ringing in their ears, a peace
which many of them know would
leave them high and dry without
eve n a drink of water to solace them
in their isolation, are nervous, un-

strung, erratic. The managers are
bitten by the same disease.

On the opening of the American
league the St Louis Browns
met the Chicago White Sox The ex-

hibition ended 7 to 6 in favor of ihe
Sox after 14 innings of as bush
league ball as was ever seen on the
sandlots. The spectators were kept
continually on their feet as one
team or another forged ahead. But
they forged ahead after errors ana
poor judgment had placed them in
scoring positions.

OTHER LEAGUES
BELOW FORM.

After that game, fans one and all
declared, "Oh, It's early and they'll
settle down in a few days," speak-
ing not of the Browns, but of both
teams. And the next day the White
Sox captured a 16 to 0 game that

would have shamed two high school
teams.

In the meantime, the Federals and
Nationals are doing little better. In
Brooklyn on one of the early days,
one of the most remarkable exhibi-
tions of how not to play ball lasted
for almost three hours A few days
later, the Brooklyn Federals made a
near record by scoring 10 runs in
one Inning.

In the National league, it was the
same story, big scores or poor ball

behind small scores. New York,
Boston, St. Louis, Chicago and Pitts-
burg all have been playing erratic
ball.

Pitchers usually "get going" in
stages of the race, but it is

left for 1915 to show a majority of
the big league pitchers off their
stride in the first six weeks, the
teamB playing poor ball behind them
and the fans, disgusted, silting apa-

thetically through a game until
some husky swatter poles the pill

i ; i

over the fence and gives them some-
thing to talk about.

Talk about the world turned up-

side down! With the races but two
weeks old, the Giants were at the
bottom of the National league and
the despised Quakers were making
a runaway race of the first lap. In
the American, the Athletics, who
were believed to bo strong, despite
their dismemberment of last fail
were holding light to the cellar with
the Browns crowding them hard,

i

v lule the Detroit team, with virtual-
ly no pitching was perched on ihe
top of the heap. And Cleveland and
New York, the "joke"' teams of ihe
league, were winning ball games at
a i aic that gave i le dopestejre ex-

treme pains in the cerebrum.
MORE DUPE
UI1 t.y A SHOCK.

Over in the j oungest major league,
the Kansas City club, picked by all
critics as a hard-hittin- g minor
league outfit devoid of baseball
brains, has been coupling its hitting
punch with has? stealing and "in-id- c

ball ' ar.d with the aid of good
pitching was going at a great clip,
while .he St Louis team, considered
a dure factor in the race under the
guidance of Jones, was upholding
the old "White Sox record of "hitless
wonders"' without the White Sox
ability to score a run and hang on
to ii for nine innings Newark (last

year's Indianapolis; pennant winners)
j appears, in the first two weeks of

the season, to be ,he only major
league ball club which is running
anywhere near to form from the
barrier.

I. s a great, life!
Twice in the first two weeks, the

only limes he went on the mourd,
the greal Christy Matthewson took
the count Doak, Cheney, Rudolph.
James. Scott, I'lank. Bender and
other star pitcher have been driven
to the shower this month, or have
tasted hard defeat because of their
own poor pitching, while lesser
lights have come through and won
ball games.

And it has been poor baseball.
Four times this year I have seen
teams win ball games in which the
Pitcher had ever license In the
world to win while the team behind
him should have lost by about 40 to
0. Grover Lowdermiik who appears
to be the early season pitching star
of ihe American league, won from
the White Sox in a 2 to 1 game in
which onl his Ditching kept the
Browns from defeat. Behind him
there were errors dumo oaserua-nin- g,

little hitting and
poor baseball. And against him,
the White Sox played the dumbest
sort of baceball. and did not. takeadvantage of the poor work of the
Browns to win as almost anv ma-
jor league ball club of last year orthe year before could have done.
ll NRiPAL

BASEBALL DRAWS.

All this moans that the war haicaused a deterioration q lhe classof big league baseball and it meanssomething else. Ono Sunday recent-ly th? St. Louis Cardinals drew 10
000 persons, while the St LoUl3 Fed'
erals had a crowd of less than 1 500On the same day, fae StMunicipal League, an amateuT or-

ganization, drew mcc than 26000Persons at their games.
If the figures art worth a cent, the

public is fired of baseball on the
scrambled plan The fans want to
see the old days when they knew ihe
players ou a team and knew that
those players would last out the sea-
son. They want ,to see the time
When they rooted for one team or
two. They want to see the days
when a good ball game was ihe ruie
ralher than the exception.

The public is becoming educated,
too The old cry of packing the
stands so long a lhe horn.5 team
wins st ill prevails, but not to iho
degree' it did a few, years ago. Now
the home team has to win and play
sood ball at the S'.me time to draw
thp patronage. And good ball Is ha
exception in the early days of the
preseut race

But. of coura0, matters will
down, though they will be longer
in set in b this season than they
once were.

But with municipal baseball In
nmsl of the big league towns the
amateurs will draw ihe crowds r.s
lng as .It" professionals are playing
amateur hasebail

An l iter FutilitT.
Seeking to make a series on "How

I Became Champion." as fold bv Je?s
Vvillnrd, worth reading. itc-- It our
idea for such a slory It can be Lold
briefly and still contain ail ib$ es-
sential facie:

By .los Willard.
I knocked out Jack Johnson, the.

title holder, in the twenty, sixth
round.

It Wosn'i So in the 01jlff Days,
There 15 much psychology in base-

ball. Bull" McCdrraic- k- now Man-
ager Harry McCprmici of Chatta-nooga, used lo go up to plncb-hl- r.

figuring he had a piiclm ai ,3 disaci-aniag- e

and nervous. "Bull. full of
confidence was 1 demon pinch-hi- t- J
ter Nowadays, pinch-hltte- ra stride,
"p 10 the plate fearful lest they fa-i- l

io "make good." Consequently, wie
have no modern-da- y "Bull" McCor-mi- n

k.

Irs. Sallee Thnnkc Mrs. Britton.
We ha e it on pretty r: able a

that when Harry Sallee's
bride learned that the Cardinal'owners had insured the life of th
tall southpaw, along with the restor the player?, sac said:

"Fine! Now j shan't have to
keep telling you to be careful everv
time you go out!"

Rules for the Rabid Rooter.
You're no! up ;n date .hip s,aon

if ou fail to accuse the umpire of
numerous and sundry breaches of
neutrality.

Always greet a new umpire in a
rnendly way -- but. like mosl man-agers, with marked reservations.

You are not timely unless vou re-
fer to a players head a? an onion.Know a hasebail, also, bv uo ethername.

Do not say "infield out." The prop-er term is ' infield demise."

hVbe Giants are travelingan their train rounds a curv atleas, half a dozen players have to
tight to Jim

athletic Indian. He institutive! y )
3Jm f n bat' jump off

swing at ealcj curve,

i


